MEMORANDUM 
TO:

City Commission
CC:

Robert Baldwin, City Manager


Colin Donnelly, Assistant City Manager


Louise Stilson, City Clerk

FROM:
Thomas J. Ansbro, City Attorney


DATE:

June 21, 2012
RE:

Revised City Lobbyist Registration Ordinance
______________________________________________________________________________
The City has had a “lobbyist registration” ordinance in place for a number of years.  However, as a result of the recent adoption by the Broward County Commission of the “Code of Ethics for Elected Officials”, it is necessary to revise and update procedures and requirements applicable to lobbyists and their interactions with elected City officials.  The principal components of the new
City Ordinance are as follows:
1. Definitions are consistent with the County Ordinance (terms are defined, such as “Contractor”, “Covered Individual”, “Lobbying” and “Lobbying Activities”, “Lobbyist (as well as exclusions of persons who are not considered lobbyists, such as other City or County officials who confer with City elected officials in an official capacity, officers of homeowner and civic associations, and persons associated with non-profit entities, such as the ACLU, NAACP, Sierra Club and the like).

2. A lobbyist, whether or not compensated, must register on a form to be provided by the City Clerk, with full disclosure of :


a.
his or her full name, address, business address and other pertinent 



information;



b.
full name and other information identifying all persons or entities 




the lobbyist represents;



c.
subject matters the lobbyist seeks to discuss or influence; 



d.
written proof of authorization to act for a principal; 




e.
payment of an annual registration fee of $100.00 (unchanged from 




the current City Ordinance);



f.
Requirement for Disclosure Statement, disclosing all lobbyist 




expenditures and the source of funding; a system of monetary




fines is established for failure to timely disclose the information; and 


g.)
Reporting of lobbyist activities.  This component is very significant.  



It will require any lobbyist who meets to discuss a matter with an 




elected official on City governmental premises to disclose 





information in a “contact log” as to each Commissioner the lobbyist 



or his or her principal, or both, meets or intends to meet. The 




information to be supplied is detailed:

· name of all persons affected;
· name of each City Commissioner;
· date and time of each meeting; and
· specific purpose and subject matter of each meeting.





The log will be maintained by the City Clerk.

More importantly, City Commissioners are obligated under the County Ethics Ordinance (and by the new City lobbyist registration Ordinance) to disclose and report any lobbyist contact or activity, whether by telephone, e-mail or any other contact means, to include the same detailed information as required for lobbyists above.  All contacts with registered lobbyists do not necessarily have to be reported if the nature of the communications between a lobbyist and an elected official is either unrelated to City business, or if related to City business, the communications are not meant to influence, persuade or convince the elected official.  The disclosure must be reported within ten (10) business days of the lobbying activity and always before any vote on the subject matter.  This form will also be available from and is to be filed with the City Clerk.  All such information will then be made available for public access on a City website.

3. Penalties for violations include fines, suspensions, or a prohibition of lobbying up to a maximum of two (2) years and probably injunctive or other legal relief. 
Questions are bound to arise until we all become more familiar with the County Code; questions are encouraged.

Attachment:  Proposed “Lobbyist Registration” Ordinance.
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